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Welcome everybody!
Translation makes it possible for us as readers to
encounter some of the best writing from around the world
that would otherwise remain inaccessible. In presenting
our third World Literature Weekend we’re delighted and
honoured to let authors and readers meet each other off the
page, in a gathering that will be buzzing with the sound of
different languages in conversation.
At the point of encounter is the translation process, which
we bring to the foreground with a Live Translation event,
and a series of half-day literary translation workshops.
Good translators need good writers, and they’ll be here
too: Cees Nooteboom, Javier Cercas, Manuel Rivas, Daniel
Kehlmann and more.
The broad theme that runs throughout is the idea of
personal and public memory, the way that history leaves
its traces on the present. We also have a focus on Spain,
with writers of several of its languages present – Galician,
Catalan, Castilian – to reflect the complexity of the
country. Plus a look at our fascination with crime writing,
and a tour of some of the best writing round the world in
the company of the IFFP and two exciting new presses.
It all bears the promise of a truly stimulating – and fun –
weekend. There’ll be music at the Horse Hospital, there’ll
be food and drink at the London Review Cake Shop; above
all there’ll be books, ideas and conversation – come and
enjoy the festival!
Laura Soar
Festival Coordinator

Najat El Hachmi

Carles Casajuana

Teresa Solana

Friday 17 June at 2 p.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9

Catalonia: Place of a Language
Three very different Catalan writers come together to talk
about how a besieged language can offer refuge, and how
place, history and identity are knitted into that language.
Najat El Hachmi’s semi-autobiographical novel The Last
Patriarch (Serpent’s Tail) describes how the daughter of a
domineering Moroccan father, growing up in urban
Catalonia, is able to forge her own identity through the
discovery of the Catalan language. Teresa Solana is the
award-winning author of two comic noirs that satirise
Catalan politics and literary society, Not So Perfect Crime
and A Short Cut to Paradise (Bitter Lemon). Carles Casajuana
is the author of The Last Man who Spoke Catalan (not yet
translated into English), a comic novel that pits two
writers, one Catalan and one Castilian, the last inhabitants
of a deserted apartment building, against one another as
rivals in language and love. Our chair for this event will be
Barcelona-based literary translator Peter Bush, who has
translated both Najat El-Hachmi and Teresa Solana.

To book call 020 7269 9030

Friday 17 June at 4.30 p.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9
Cees Nooteboom in conversation with A.S. Byatt
Cees Nooteboom is one of the Netherlands’ most
distinguished living authors, an acclaimed stylist whose
works include novels, short stories, travel writing, poetry,
essays and reportage. In the English-speaking world,
Nooteboom is perhaps best known for his novel The
Following Story, an elegant fable about love, travel,
philosophy, science and selfhood, and Roads to Santiago,
an intensely personal pilgrimage through the landscape,
history and culture of Spain. Nooteboom’s latest book
The Foxes Come at Night (MacLehose Press) is a sequence of
linked stories set in the islands and cities of the
Mediterranean. Nooteboom will be discussing his life,
work and travels with the Booker Prize-winning novelist
and critic A.S. Byatt, a great admirer of his work.
Cees Nooteboom by Simone Sassen
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Friday 17 June at 7 p.m.
London Review Bookshop, £9

Shaping History: A Discussion
On the first evening of our festival, we’re bringing
together some of our visiting speakers with other writers
and commentators to explore the idea of personal and
public memory, the way that history leaves its traces on the
present, in life and literature. We’ll be asking how
literature can tackle history – and perhaps change it.
Before the novel, both rhetoric and history were highly
developed forms of literature, and today persuasion and
the telling of history are as vital to writing as they always
have been. Look out for more details of this event on our
website as they are announced, at www.lrbshop.co.uk/
wlw2011; and catch instant news of it on
twitter.com/lrbshop.

To book call 020 7269 9030

Friday 17 June at 8.30 p.m. until late
The Horse Hospital, £5 (£4 in advance)

Kitty Garden
A night of music, drinks and conversation at the Horse
Hospital. Singer and musician Kitty Garden will perform
songs from Brazil, Cuba, France, Chile and more, as well
as more familiar blues and folk tunes, and some of her
own material. Originally from North Wales, and raised in
New Zealand, Kitty Garden has incorporated sounds from
her travels in Europe, Latin America and Africa into her
music (www.myspace.com/kittygarden). In between sets,
Nick Richardson, one of the LRB’s Editorial Assistants, will
play music from Africa and South America.

www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011

Saturday 18 June at 11 a.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9

Manuel Rivas: Books Burn Badly
Poet, novelist, short story writer and journalist Manuel
Rivas was born in A Coruña in 1957 and writes in Galician,
finally one of Spain’s five official languages. His work is
deeply embedded in the landscape, folklore and history of
Galicia, but has a universal resonance that has led to him
being recognised as one of Europe’s leading contemporary
writers. The central event in his latest novel Books Burn
Badly, his most substantial work to date, is the burning
of books by Falangists at A Coruña docks in the opening
months of the Spanish Civil War. Writing in El País Jordi
Gracia described Os libros arden mal as ‘a novel that could
have been history or biography, but is instead a work of
literature written by an author at the height of his powers’.
Manuel Rivas will read from his work and talk with
Jonathan Dunne, who has translated several of his books
into English.
Manuel Rivas photo by Caroline Forbes

To book call 020 7269 9030

Saturday 18 June at 2 p.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9

The Independent Foreign Fiction Prize:
Reading Round the World
In association with Booktrust
Last year at this festival Elias Khoury told us: if a book isn’t
worth being translated, it isn’t worth reading at all – or
even being written in the first place. To put the same thing
the other way round: let’s stop worrying about what gets
lost in translation, but consider instead what a wealth of
literature translation allows us to discover. One
indispensable guide to discovery for us is the Independent
Foreign Fiction Prize, awarded each year to both the writer
and translator of the best work of fiction in translation
published in the UK that year. In this event a panel
including translators that have been recognised by the
prize, members of the judging panel such as Neel
Mukherjee – whose own first novel A Life Apart (Constable
& Robinson) was published to great acclaim last year – and
chair Boyd Tonkin, Literary Editor of The Independent, talk
to us about what they have found in translation.
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Saturday 18 June at 4 p.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9

Javier Cercas: The Anatomy of a Moment
In association with English PEN
Javier Cercas seized our attention with Soldiers of Salamis,
a compelling fictional treatment of real characters in the
Spanish Civil War, his first novel to be translated into
English and winner of the IFFP in 2004. In his newest
book, The Anatomy of a Moment (Bloomsbury), his subject is
the attempted coup d’état of 1981, but this time he’s turned
to non-fiction as the only way to treat a moment of history
that was itself, as he says, ‘a neurosis, a paranoia, a
collective novel’. He’ll talk about the book with Paul
Preston, professor of Spanish history at LSE, and Nick
Caistor, translator and journalist, who reported from
Spain at the time of the coup. Our chair will be the
novelist and historical biographer Lisa Hilton. This event
takes place in association with English PEN’s Writers in
Translation programme, which works to increase access
to writing from around the world by developing audiences
and infrastructure for international literature in translation.
Javier Cercas photo by Carlos Iglesias

To book call 020 7269 9030

Saturday 18 June at 7 p.m.
London Review Bookshop, £9

Ramsey Nasr: Heavenly Life
Prize-winning poet, essayist, dramatist and actor Ramsey
Nasr, born in 1974 in Rotterdam into a Palestinian-Dutch
family, was voted Poet Laureate of the Netherlands in 2009.
A man of many passions, including classical music, drama,
poetry and travel, as city poet of Antwerp in 2005 his
appearances were attended like pop concerts. Banipal’s
publication of Heavenly Life, a collection of his poems
translated by David Colmer, brings his work for the first
time to an English-speaking audience. For poet Marilyn
Hacker, ‘Ramsey Nasr is already a polyvalent literary figure
in his own country and language – multi-faceted, virtuosic,
irreverent and polymath. His poems, in every form and
register from sonnet to Whitmanian tirade, do not balk at
history, whether that of his family’s situation in the West
Bank or the fate of Dutch Jewish musicians and Mahler’s
music during the Nazi Occupation of the Netherlands – to
name but two stopping points.’

www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011

Saturday 18 June at 8.30 p.m. until late
The Horse Hospital, £5 (£4 in advance)

Monooka’s Caravan
Romanian singer-songwriter Monooka founded
Monooka’s Caravan last year to perform traditional songs
from the Carpathian mountains in an innovative
collaboration with three British musicians: fiddler Meg
Hamilton, guitarist Matt Bacon and double bassist Liran
Donin. With refreshing spontaneity and enthusiasm
Monooka blends the fiery Romanian, Serbian and Gypsy
songs of her roots with a more western European jazzy,
contemporary sound. Tonight’s DJ will be Garth
Cartwright, author of Princes Amongst Men: Journeys With
Gypsy Musicians and More Miles Than Money: Journeys Through
American Music (Serpent’s Tail).
www.monooka.com

To book call 020 7269 9030

Sunday 19 June at 10 a.m.
London Review Cake Shop, £5

Literary Kaffeeklatsch
Join publishers Meike Ziervogel (Peirene Press) and Stefan
Tobler (And Other Stories) to discuss two internationally
celebrated short novels, Beside the Sea by French writer
Véronique Olmi and Down the Rabbit Hole by Mexican writer
Juan Pablo Villalobos. In Beside the Sea a single mother takes
her two young sons on a trip to the seaside. She knows that
it will be the last trip for her boys. Down the Rabbit Hole is
a darkly comic novel about the isolated son of a Mexican
drug baron. What he wants more than anything is a pygmy
hippopotamus from Liberia.
Peirene Press (www.peirenepress.com) specialises in
contemporary European literature. Beside the Sea was
longlisted for the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize 2011.
And Other Stories publishes its first books this autumn,
chosen by a circle of translators, readers and writers. An
extract from Down the Rabbit Hole is available on
www.andotherstories.org/author/juan-pablo-villalobos/
Coffee and cake will be served. No need to have read the
books before attending.

www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011

Shaun Whiteside

Mike Mitchell by Colyn Boyce

Sunday 19 June at 11 a.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9

Live Translation: Shaun Whiteside, Mike
Mitchell, Daniel Kehlmann and Daniel Hahn
In association with the British Centre for Literary Translation
This event is about cracking open the process of
translation and taking a look at its inner workings. Two
translators – Shaun Whiteside and Mike Mitchell – go head
to head with their versions of a previously untranslated
work; with the help of the author and chair, the variations
and nuances of the text, in both languages, are brought to
light. Novelist Daniel Kehlmann will be providing the
challenge, and our chair is Daniel Hahn, interim director
of the BCLT and chair of the Translators Association.
Shaun Whiteside’s translations from German include
works by Bernhard Schlink, Freud, Schnitzler and Musil.
Mike Mitchell’s translations include works by Goethe,
Adolf Loos, and Oskar Kokoschka. Both translators’ work
has won the Schlegel-Tieck Prize for German translation.

To book call 020 7269 9030

Karin Alvtegen

Håkan Nesser by Cato Lein

Sunday 19 June at 2 p.m.
Stevenson Room, British Museum, £9

Crime Fiction: Reading Scars
Detection is the process of reconstructing events from the
traces they have left – a body or a weapon is found, or a
trace of blood, or even a speck of dust under a fingernail.
From such evidence, a crime is unearthed. Behind crime
fiction’s gripping narratives, there often lies a more
incisive portrayal of a society than can be found in more
obvious commentaries; and it offers a way to confront
ideas of good and evil in a shades-of-grey world, where
simple moral certainties aren’t so easy to find. Karin
Alvtegen’s psychological crime thrillers include Missing,
which in 2001 won the Glass Key, the premier Nordic crime
writing award, and Shadow and Betrayal. Håkan Nesser is
also a Glass Key winner; his latest book to be translated
into English is The Inspector and Silence, starring his detective
Van Veeteren. The event will be chaired by Jakob Stougaard
– Nielsen, Lecturer in Scandinavian Literature at UCL.

www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011

Sunday 19 June at 4.30 p.m.
London Review Bookshop, £9

Daniel Kehlmann in conversation with
Benjamin Markovits
Part wunderkind and part enfant terrible, Kehlmann
completed his first novel while still a student, and rose to
worldwide fame in 2005 with the publication of Measuring
the World, a historical novel based on the lives of the
explorer and naturalist Alexander von Humboldt and the
scientist Carl Gauss. His latest book is Fame: A Novel in Nine
Episodes (Quercus), a sequence of stories investigating the
transience of identity in our technologised present.
Benjamin Markovits grew up in Texas, London and Berlin.
His novels include The Syme Papers, Imposture and A Quiet
Adjustment (Faber) – the last two part of a projected trilogy
inspired by the life of Lord Byron. Kehlmann and
Markovits share interests in their work – biography, genius
and failure, charisma and the question of how to give voice
to real historical figures – but have differences too; both
make fuel for a very interesting conversation.

To book call 020 7269 9030

Literary Translation Workshops
London Review of Books Offices
Saturday 18 June
10 a.m.
10 a.m.
2 p.m.

Italian with Tim Parks
Russian with Robert Chandler
German with Shaun Whiteside

Sunday
		19 June
10 a.m. Arabic with Paul Starkey
10 a.m. Spanish with Peter Bush
2 p.m.
French with Jeremy Harding and John Sturrock
The art of literary translation is at the heart of World
Literature Weekend. This will be marked in the 2011
festival through a programme of workshops led by a team
of Britain’s most distinguished literary translators. Each
half-day workshop focuses on a single language and will
be structured around close work on texts sent in advance to
participants. Discussion will centre on the differences in
approach evident in variant translations of the same texts.
Participants should have a good working knowledge of the
language and will be invited to prepare their own
translations of the texts under discussion.
Fees: £65 for one workshop (£40 concessions) or £110 for
two (£70 concessions). Places limited to ten participants
for each workshop.
To book email Claire Williams cwilliams@lrbshop.co.uk
or visit www.lrbshop.co.uk/workshops

www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011

The London Review Bookshop is the most distinctive
independent bookshop in London: an attractive space
where an eclectic and well-chosen selection of books and
DVDs can be browsed in peace and quiet, and where the
best author events in the city take place. The staff are very
well informed, have a strong sense of their readers’ needs,
and offer an efficient worldwide mail order delivery service.
Cake Shop
The London Review Cake Shop, located within the
bookshop, offers specialist teas and coffee, sandwiches
and salads, plus delicious cakes, all surrounded by books.
www.lrbshop.co.uk/cafe
Bookshop newsletter
Subscribe to the London Review Bookshop’s email
newsletter for information about events, new books,
bestsellers and recommended titles. Simply sign up at
www.lrb.co.uk/newsletter
London Review Bookshop & Cake Shop
14 Bury Place, London WC1A 2JL
Tel. +44 (0)20 7269 9030 Fax. +44 (0)20 7269 9033
twitter.com/lrbshop www.lrbshop.co.uk

World Literature Weekend 2011
At a glance
Friday 17 June
2 p.m.		
4.30 p.m.
7 p.m.		
8.30 p.m.

Catalonia: Place of a Language
Cees Nooteboom with A.S. Byatt
Shaping History: A Discussion
Kitty Garden

Saturday 18 June
10 a.m.		
10 a.m.		
11 a.m. 		
2 p.m.		
		
2 p.m.		
4 p.m.		
7 p.m.		
8.30 p.m.

Italian with Tim Parks
Russian with Robert Chandler
Manuel Rivas: Books Burn Badly
The Independent Foreign Fiction Prize: 		
Reading Round the World
German with Shaun Whiteside
Javier Cercas: The Anatomy of a Moment
Ramsey Nasr: Heavenly Life
Monooka’s Caravan

Sunday
		19 June
10 a.m.		
10 a.m.		
10 a.m.		
11 a.m.		
		
2 p.m.		
2 p.m.		
		
4.30 p.m.

Literary Kaffeeklatsch
Arabic with Paul Starkey
Spanish with Peter Bush
Live Translation: Shaun Whiteside,
Mike Mitchell, Daniel Kehlmann
Crime Fiction: Reading Scars
French with Jeremy Harding and
John Sturrock
Daniel Kehlmann with Benjamin Markovits

To book call 020 7269 9030 or visit
www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011

World Literature Weekend
World Literature Weekend brings writers and translators
from all over the world to Bloomsbury for a celebration
held at the British Museum, the Horse Hospital, the London
Review Bookshop and the London Review of Books.

How to book
Tickets cost £9/£6 concessions per event (unless otherwise
specified) and should be purchased in advance. Book at
www.lrbshop.co.uk/wlw2011, call 020 7269 9030 or drop
in to the London Review Bookshop.

Finding Us
HE

British Museum: Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3DG
Horse Hospital: Colonnade, London WC1N 1JD
London Review Bookshop: 14 Bury Place, London WC1A 2JL
London Review of Books: 28 Little Russell Street, WCIA 2HN
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